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SÈRIE 4 
 
Part 1: Reading Comprehension 
 
Choose the best answer according to the text. Only ONE answer is correct. 
[0.5 points each correct answer. Wrong answers will be penalized by deducting 0.16 points. There is 
no penalty for unanswered questions.] 
Questions: 
 
1 - According to the article, under the new UK Government’s law… 

! tobacco will no longer be displayed at points of sale.  
! tobacco will be forbidden by the Government. 
! tobacco machines will be allowed in bars and shops. 
! vending machines will soon disappear in the UK. 

 
2 - Mr. McCartney condemns vending machines because he thinks they… 

! are a serious danger to  children’s entertainment. 
! have contributed to change history. 
! legally provide a product that causes death. 
! prevent children from suffering illness and premature death. 

 
3 - Health and anti-smoking activists have long been campaigning... 

! to stop the presence of tobacco machines in pubs. 
! to restrict tolerance in the sales of alcohol and knives. 
! in favour of free access to pubs. 
! to join the British Heart Foundation. 

 
4 - Deborah Arnott welcomes the new legislation because she thinks… 

! it reinforces the existing law against easy access to addictive products. 
! tobacco is more lethal than any other addictive drug. 
! it will make dangerous products accessible to children. 
! the Government will forbid children from using vending machines.   

 
5 - According to Harpal Kumar, Cancer Research UK's chief executive,  

! the new law will reduce the percentage of addictions amongst youngsters. 
! the new law will not protect young people from smoking. 
! all long term smokers are killed by tobacco. 
! d) this new law was voted to protect tobacco marketing 

 
6 - Conservative members of Parliament opposed the ban on the display of cigarettes. Davies 

argues that… 
! in time of recession shop-keepers will lose business. 
! people should be able to buy tobacco as they buy cakes. 
! shops will continue to display cigarettes. 
! Government should protect the tobacco industry. 

 
7 - Newsagents are angry and have said they would...  

! refuse to participate in the next general election. 
! campaign against Labour vote at the general election.    
! boycott the Conservative Party. 
! put shop-keepers out of their business. 
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8 - Health Minister Gillian Merror is convinced that the new law will… 
! help prevent children from becoming  potential smokers 
! prevent children from contracting new diseases 
! encourage more people to keep on smoking. 
! protect young people from infectious diseases. 

In this radio programme you are going to hear some new words. Read and listen to them. Make sure 
you know what they mean. 
 
warship : vaixell de guerra / barco de guerra 
shipyard: drassanes / astilleros 
mast: màstil / mastil 
inquiries: investigacions / interrogatorios 
preserved: conservat / conservado 
mollusk: molusc / molusco 
Ready? 
Now read the questions on the next page. Read them carefully before listening to the radio 
programme. 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Presenter: The warship Vasa was lost on her first voyage in 1628. Today this magnificent ship rests in 
the Vasa Museum in Stockholm, Sweden, as a testament to her past. Today in our programme “Round 
the World”, I’m pleased to introduce Julia Donhauser, a keen traveller to the North and an expert on 
warships. Hi Julia and welcome to our programme. 
[Now listen to the interview] 
 
Julia: Hello. It’s a pleasure to be here today. 
Presenter: Julia, I started this interview telling our listeners that the most expensive ship in the world 
was lost on her first voyage. But before telling us something about this catastrophe, could you tell us 
something about the ship? 
Julia: Well, maybe, first of all we have to go back to the seventeenth century in Sweden. In the early 
17th century, Sweden was busy building an empire around the Baltic Sea in northern Europe. A strong 
navy was essential. During the 1620s Sweden was at war with Poland. In 1625 the Swedish king 
Gustavus Adolphus ordered new warships and amongst them the Vasa. The King wanted to build the 
most impressive, the most expensive warship. 
Presenter: The Vasa was built to be a warship, right, but ... err... Why such an impressive one? 
Julia: The new ship filled everyone with admiration. People from Stockholm were proud of it. And the 
enemies were really afraid, frightened by the news that came from Sweden. There are a number of 
letters that prove so. The Danish Ambassador in Stockholm wrote a letter where he, impressed, spoke 
about the 64 cannons in the ship. So, as I said, the ship was needed to win wars but also to impress 
both the people in Sweden and the rest of the world. 
Presenter: And ... how was the ship built?  
Julia: The Vasa was built at the Stockholm shipyards by Henrik Hybertsson - an experienced Dutch 
shipbuilder. His experience was much needed as the Vasa was to be the most powerful warship in the 
world, armed with 64 guns. It took three years to build the ship. More than a thousand oak trees were 
used for its construction, including 50-meter tall masts and hundreds of golden statues. The ship was 
built in the centre of Stockholm, just beside the Royal palace, so everybody could see it. 
Presenter: What an expensive toy! (laughs) So, how come it sank on her first voyage? It seems hard 
to believe…! 


